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Washington — An Africa 

that is prosperous and 

at peace is vital to the 

interests of the United 

States and the rest of 

the world, President 

Obama says, adding 

that Africa‖s future is up 

to Africans. 

 

Obama, in New York for 

the United Nations Gen-

eral Assembly, made 

that observation during a 

September 22 luncheon 

he hosted for 25 sub-

Saharan African leaders. 

Secretary of State 

Hillary Rodham Clinton, 

National Security Advi-

sor Jim Jones, Ambas-

sador Susan Rice, and 

African Union Commis-

sioner Jean Ping also 

attended. 

 

In a briefing for journal-

ists following the 

luncheon, Michelle 

Gavin, special assistant 

to the president and 

senior director for Afri-

can affairs at the Na-

tional Security Council, 

(Continued on page 2) 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 

17, 2009 Addis Ababa 

(U.S. Embassy) – The 

American people, through 

the U.S. Agency for Inter-

national Development 

(USAID), are providing 

new funding totaling 

nearly US $190 million to 

assist the Ethiopian peo-

ple in three key areas: 

economic development, 

health and education.  

Today USAID joined the 

Ministry of Finance and 

Economic Development to 

officially sign the agree-

ments, which will enable 

our non-governmental and 

civil society partners to 

further strengthen the 

development of Ethiopia.   

 

This commitment from 

the United States is the 

latest installment of a six-

year development assis-

tance agenda between 

the two governments.  To 

date, the total commit-

ment under this six-year 

plan is over US $615 mil-

lion, a 107 percent in-

crease over the originally 

planned commitment. 

USAID also signed an 

agreement this week with 

the Ministry of Agricul-

ture and Rural Develop-

ment to provide an addi-

tional US $890,000 to 

support disaster readi-

ness. 

 

“This assistance from the 

American people will con-

tinue to help millions of 

(Continued on page 2) 

President Barack Obama 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/Weekly-Address-Progress-in-the-Global-Economy/
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described the event as an effort to 

foster dialogue and build on the 

themes that President Obama ad-

dressed in his speech in Accra, 

Ghana, in July.  

 

In particular, Gavin said, Obama 

highlighted the importance of part-

nership and creating opportunity in 

Africa, through creating jobs, en-

couraging investment and strength-

ening the agricultural sector and 

agricultural productivity. The presi-

dent also used his opening remarks 

to stress the importance of address-

ing corruption head-on to promote 

trade, investment and jobs creation, 

she said. 

 

Obama kept his remarks brief, 

Gavin said, and used the lunch as 

an opportunity to listen to what 

African leaders had to say on these 

issues. 

 

Liberian President Ellen Johnson 

Sirleaf addressed the challenges of 

creating jobs for young Africans. 

She said Africa‖s demographic chal-

lenge — huge youth populations — 

adds pressure to labor markets, and 

she highlighted the need for educa-

tion. She also stressed the impor-

tance of programs that create op-

portunities for African women and 

girls. 

 

President Paul Kagame of Rwanda 

talked about trade and investment 

in Africa. Rwanda was just named 

the world‖s top reformer in the 

World Bank‖s report Doing Business 

2010: Reforming through Difficult 

Times ( http://go.worldbank.org/

DC5JETJPR0 ), Kagame noted, and 

he described Rwanda‖s experience 

in creating a favorable investment 

climate. Kagame stressed the im-

portance of regional initiatives and 

infrastructure, and outlined how the 

United States could be more sup-

portive of initiatives that will create 

long-term growth in Africa. 

 

Kagame also talked about health 

issues in Africa, acknowledging the 

importance of existing global health 

initiatives and calling for more at-

tention to be paid to broad health 

infrastructures. 

 

Tanzania‖s president, Jakaya Kik-

wete, led the discussion on agricul-

ture and agriculture-led economic 

growth in Africa. According to 

Gavin, participants‖ discussion of 

the new $20 billion international 

commitment on food security, an-

nounced at the Group of Eight Sum-

mit, was an opportunity to get Afri-

can leaders‖ insights on this issue.  

 

For additional information, see the 

transcript of Michelle Gavin‖s brief-

ing ( http://www.america.gov/st/

texttrans-english/2009/

Septem-

ber/20090923121017xjsnommis0.

2065699.html&distid=ucs ). 

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of 

International Information Programs, 

U.S. Department of State.  Web 

site: http://www.america.gov) ♦  

 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Ethiopians by providing them with 

much-needed education and health 

services, more jobs and income-

generating opportunities,” USAID 

Mission Director Thomas H. Staal 

commented. Mr. Staal further 

stated, “the fact that this year‖s 

funding goes well beyond USAID‖s 

original commitment highlights the 

importance of the relationship be-

tween the people of our two coun-

tries, and the critical development 

challenges Ethiopia faces today.” 

 

Through this year‖s grants, over US 

$22 million will improve the quality 

of primary education, with special 

emphasis on increasing girls‖ access 

and developing schools. The grants 

add over US $126 million to 

strengthen U.S. Government efforts 

to combat HIV/AIDS, control ma-

laria, improve water and sanitation, 

and support maternal, child and re-

productive health.  For economic 

growth, US $40.5 million will be 

applied toward expanding trade and 

enterprise, developing agriculture 

productivity and marketing, includ-

ing for livestock, and protecting the 

environment. 

 

In addition to the above-mentioned 

bilateral assistance, USAID total 

assistance to Ethiopia this year in-

cludes supporting activities to com-

bat HIV/AIDS, control malaria, im-

prove food security, support the 

Government of Ethiopia‖s Produc-

tive Safety Net Program, provide 

food and other humanitarian assis-

tance, improve governance and ac-

countability, and strengthen conflict 

mitigation.  In 2009, USAID‖s total 

assistance to Ethiopia, through bi-

lateral and other mechanisms, totals 

more than US $722 million. ♦ 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Washington — There is “great po-

tential for tremendous growth” in 

trade between the United States 

and sub-Saharan Africa and both 

parties can benefit significantly 

from an enhanced and even closer 

trade and business partnership, 

says Kevin R. Boyd of the U.S. De-

partment of Commerce. Boyd is 

director of the Commerce Depart-

ment‖s Office of Africa, which 

works to advance U.S. commercial 

interests in Africa. 

 

In a September 16 interview, Boyd 

told America.gov, “U.S. total trade 

with sub-Saharan Africa is less than 

3 percent of U.S. total trade with 

the world, so from that standpoint 

it is relatively small. However,” he 

quickly added, “last year, total U.S. 

exports to the region grew by 29 

percent, so although it is coming 

from a comparatively low base, you 

are talking about tremendous 

growth, plus you have the potential 

for quite significant growth further 

on.” 

 

Calling the 29 percent increase 

“phenomenal,” Boyd identified key 

growth areas for greater U.S.-Africa 

trade and business involvement: 

infrastructure, power generation, 

road building, housing and telecom-

munications, where he said there is 

a “tremendous need.” 

 

Boyd said that telecommunications 

in Africa is one of the fastest-

growing areas for business invest-

ment in the world. “You have some 

involvement from U.S. firms, but 

you could have significantly more,” 

he said. 

 

Asked what sub-Saharan Africa 

gets out of greater trade and closer 

business ties with the United 

States, Boyd said: “Through so 

many different industries, when you 

are looking at U.S. firms, you are 

looking at global leaders in terms of 

the technology that they can bring 

to the table. Even more importantly, 

though, in sub-Saharan Africa, U.S. 

firms are global leaders in training 

their local workers, providing the 

transfer of technical know-how and 

creating a group of local manag-

ers.” 

 

Boyd said U.S. companies, in con-

trast to many other multinational 

companies, often just bring in a 

small team of Americans, preferring 

to make a “small footprint” in terms 

of a U.S. presence and hiring and 

training local workers and manag-

ers. 

 

“When you look at the entrepreneu-

rial class here in the United States, 

quite a lot of those entrepreneurs 

were either middle managers or 

senior managers inside another 

firm. So for sub-Saharan Africa, if 

you have U.S. firms training some 

middle and senior-level managers, 

you are also helping to create an 

entrepreneurial class” that can work 

as a future growth engine for Afri-

can business. 

 

“An expanding entrepreneurial class 

will also burnish existing U.S.-Africa 

trade and business ties that can 

spawn local firms, which in turn 

can then supply those larger U.S. 

businesses. So I think U.S. compa-

nies really bring quite a lot to the 

table,” he said. 

Surveying the African continent, 

Boyd said he sees opportunity. “For 

the past year and a half we have 

seen a downturn throughout the 

world, yet when you look at the 

latest projections from 2009 from 

the International Monetary Fund, 

fully half of the African economies 

are forecast to grow at least by 3 

percent. … If I am a U.S. business 

taking a look at opportunities 

throughout the world, I kind of 

want to do business where you 

have growth, and here is a region 

where you have still got significant 

economic growth.” 

(Continued on page 13) 

Boyd, left, speaks to Jeri Jensen-Moran, U.S. representatives at the 2005 forum 
on African Growth and Opportunity Act.  
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By Stephen Kaufman 

Staff Writer 

 

Washington — One year after the 

signing of the Global Political Agree-

ment between Zimbabwe‖s leading 

political parties, the United States is 

looking to see significant and sus-

tained progress in the implementa-

tion of the agree-

ment as a dem-

onstration of the 

Zimbabwean gov-

ernment‖s com-

mitment to re-

form and democ-

ratic freedoms. 

 

“There are lots of 

things that can 

and should be 

done that would 

reflect a genuine 

change in spirit 

and attitude to-

wards the imple-

mentation of the 

Global Political 

Agreement,” As-

sistant Secretary 

of State for Afri-

can Affairs 

Johnnie Carson told America.gov. 

“If in fact we see significant and 

sustained progress in the implemen-

tation … I think that we have an 

obligation to be responsive to that 

progress” in the form of reviewing 

U.S. sanctions that target promi-

nent individuals and entities that are 

undermining democratic reform in 

Zimbabwe. 

 

The September 15, 2008, agree-

ment between President Robert 

Mugabe‖s Zimbabwe African Na-

tional Union–Patriotic Front (ZANU-

PF) and its main political opposition, 

the Movement for Democratic 

Change (MDC), led by Prime Minis-

ter Morgan Tsvangirai, paved the 

way for the current transitional gov-

ernment between the two parties 

and calls for a new constitution. 

 

Carson says that the full implemen-

tation of the agreement also in-

cludes the need for ZANU-PF and 

Mugabe to show more honesty and 

transparency toward their MDC 

partners. 

 

“We would like to see the end of all 

harassment of MDC members … 

[and] the end of the very subtle but 

ongoing effort to discredit elected 

members of the MDC from their 

parliamentary positions,” as well as 

the swearing in of MDC members 

still waiting to take their govern-

ment jobs following the inaugura-

tion of the transitional government 

in February, he said. 

 

Mugabe, who has ruled Zimbabwe 

since the country‖s independence in 

1980, also needs to eliminate “all 

emergency laws that give the ex-

ecutive branch the ability to do 

things that are of questionable legal 

means,” allow more free and open 

media in Zimbabwe, and end inva-

sions of white-owned farms in the 

country, Carson said. 

 

The United States maintains sanc-

tions on 208 individuals and entities 

that have hindered democracy in 

Zimbabwe, and the assistant secre-

tary said the Obama administration 

hopes the sanctions “serve as a 

political lever encouraging them to 

make the kinds of political reforms 

that will ultimately allow Zimbabwe 

to return to a state of political and 

economic normalcy.” 

 

Carson said he reached out to Zim-

babwean leaders, including Mug-

abe, in an effort to encourage re-

forms and the full implementation 

of the agreement. He described his 

July meeting in New York with Vice 

(Continued on page 5) 

Arthur Mutmbara, Robert Mugabe, Morgan Tsvangirai and South African President Thabo Mbeki join hands 
at the power-sharing deal signing ceremony in Harare.  
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President Joice Mujuru as 

“productive and relaxed,” saying 

Mujuru seemed to understand the 

U.S. desire to see real change in 

Zimbabwe. 

 

However, Carson described his 

meeting in August with Mugabe at 

the African Union summit in Libya 

as being “strained and difficult,” 

and said Mugabe “saw the dialogue 

as being an intrusion into the sover-

eignty of Zimbabwe and an assault 

on his authority and his power.” 

 

Despite targeted sanctions on cer-

tain ZANU-PF officials, the United 

States remains “one of the most 

significant and largest providers of 

assistance” to Zimbabwe, Carson 

said. Working through nongovern-

mental organizations, the Obama 

administration expects to have pro-

vided more than $200 million to the 

country by the end of 2009, fo-

cused mainly on humanitarian pro-

grams to benefit child survival, the 

prevention of HIV/AIDS, and dis-

couraging cholera through the provi-

sion of clean drinking water. The 

assistant secretary said President 

Obama also announced an addi-

tional $73 million aid package in 

June that provides assistance for 

combating HIV/AIDS and for fur-

thering democracy and good gov-

ernance. 

 

Carson said Mugabe and the ZANU-

PF leadership are the main elements 

inhibiting progress in the country 

because of their “absence of politi-

cal will and commitment” to reform. 

 

“Again, we see an African country 

being torn apart at the expense of 

its people by bad leadership — lead-

ership that consistently puts its 

own interests … its own survival, 

[and] its own desires above those 

of its people and its citizens,” he 

said. But he said the same leader-

ship that has brought distress to 

Zimbabwe over the past 10 years 

can also “help turn the political and 

the economic situation around.” 

 

The United States is continuing to 

work with Zimbabwe‖s neighbors in 

the Southern African Development 

Community (SADC) to encourage 

change in the country. Carson said 

he recognizes the impact of Zim-

babwe‖s economic and political in-

stability on countries including 

South Africa, Botswana and Mo-

zambique, which have had to take 

care of millions of Zimbabwean 

refugees. 

 

“The image of the region as well as 

the economic benefits that flowed 

out of Zimbabwe into the region 

have been diminished as a result of 

the economic downfall” in Zim-

babwe, Carson said. While the 

United States and countries like 

South Africa may sometimes differ 

in their tactics to encourage change 

in the country, “our common objec-

tives remain very much the same, 

and that is to see the re-emergence 

of a strong, stable, democratic, 

economically viable and strong Zim-

babwe that can play its rightful role 

in southern Africa as well as in in-

ternational affairs.” 

 

What foreign affairs decisions 

should President Obama consider? 

Comment on America.gov‖s blog 

Obama Today ( http://

blogs.america.gov/

obama/2009/01/21/day-2-what-

should-obama%e2%80%99s-top-

priorities-be ). 

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of 

International Information Programs, 

U.S. Department of State.  Web 

site: http://www.america.gov) ♦  
 

 

(Continued from page 4) 
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By Charles W. Corey and Jane 

Morse 

Staff Writers 

 

Washington — Democracy is not a 

foreign concept to Africa, but it is a 

very important concept that is 

“constantly evolving,” says Chansa 

Tembo, the U.S. Department of 

State‖s 2009 Democracy Video 

Challenge winner for Africa. 

 

Tembo‖s video was chosen as the 

African winner in the contest from 

about 100 entries from Africa. It 

shows a smoothie fruit drink being 

blended from a variety of fruits 

and vegetables. 

 

As a prize, Tembo and his fellow 

winners — who represented five 

other major regions of the world — 

were flown to Washington, New 

York and Hollywood. Tembo spoke 

with America.gov midway through 

his tour in Washington, shortly after 

meeting Secretary of State Hillary 

Rodham Clinton at the State De-

partment and touring New York and 

just prior to leaving for Hollywood 

— home of the U.S. film industry — 

to tour Universal Studios, attend 

galas and meet with the Directors 

Guild of America. 

 

Speaking of his experience, Tembo 

said: “It has been amazing. Every-

thing has not yet registered in my 

head. I think I will be on the plane 

back [to Zambia] and then it will 

click. I will be like, ―Wow, I came to 

the United States; I met so many 

wonderful people who put in so 

much effort.‖ It is still a dream to 

me.” 

 

While in New York, Tembo and oth-

ers appeared on the U.S. television 

show Today, toured the United Na-

tions and were feted at a gala din-

ner. “There is so much going on in 

New York — so many different cul-

tures, so many people from so 

many walks of life. It is an amazing 

culture, and being at the U.N. was 

amazing. We got a tour of the U.N. 

We went to the Security Council 

and saw what was going on over 

there. We had a meeting with the 

head of the U.N. Democracy Fund 

and that was a 

very good 

meeting.” 

 

Tembo ex-

plained that he 

came up with 

his winning 

video idea 

while walking 

through the 

farm where he 

lives. “I was 

thinking about 

what I was go-

ing to do and what kind of video I 

was going to create. 

 

“I have oranges, lemons, bananas, 

tomatoes. I was looking at the 

shapes, the sizes and the different 

attributes of the fruits, the different 

colors. They all have unique tastes: 

some are bitter, some are sweet, 

some flavors I don‖t even want to 

try. … So when I thought about 

that, it made me think that people 

on this planet are just like fruits. 

We come from different tribes. We 

come from different cultures. We 

have different beliefs. We have dif-

ferent colors. We follow different 

faiths. I thought about us coming 

together as people and how fruits 

can be brought together as well. 

 

“Even though you might not be able 

to appreciate one fruit for its taste, 

or you might not like the shape or 

the size or something, when every-

thing comes together or is blended 

together, perhaps then we can cre-

ate something that comes together 

as one that can be consumed by 

the entire society or at the very 

least can be tolerated by that par-

ticular society,” he said. 

 

Peace and tolerance are two quali-

ties often found in democratic so-

cieties, he said, and that is why 

democracy is so important. “I view 

democracy as a template or a 

model. I don‖t view democracy as a 

destination and say, ―OK, we have 

gotten here and people now have 

automatic freedoms and automatic 

rights.‖ 

 

“I think it is something that evolves. 

It is a unique template and some-

thing that when it is utilized will 

evolve and enable people to realize 

their rights, realize their freedoms. 

We have seen great success in the 

United States. It is the greatest de-

mocracy in the world. I hope a lot 

more countries can actually adopt 

this kind of model and system of 

governance.” 

 

Democracy is not foreign to Africa, 

Tembo said. “We have had four 

presidents in Zambia. Our newest 

president came into power this 

year. We lost a president last year. 

… The very first time multiparty 

democracy existed in Zambia is 

1991, when President [Frederick] 

Chiluba came into power.” 

 

Democracy in the form of freedom 

of expression is not a new concept 

to Africa, he added. “We have dif-

ferent cultures and different tribes 

and different traditions who express 

things in different ways. 

 

“We have chiefs in some cultures 

(Continued on page 7) 

Chansa Tembo 
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… [and a chief uses] con-

cepts and ways in which 

he can express how he 

feels society should actu-

ally govern itself. For exam-

ple, if people are drinking 

too much in a society and 

messing up,” he said, ”… 

in one of the tribes … the 

king will meet with his ad-

visers and ask, ―How can 

we come together and talk 

about this?‖ … Then they 

have dancers dance in a 

certain way to convey a 

message so that people 

think about what they are 

doing consciously and 

make their own decisions.” 

So it is a different form of 

democracy, he explained. 

 

Tembo said he hopes to see more 

multiparty and other forms of de-

mocracy in Africa. “I think Africa is 

slowly realizing democracy. It is not 

something that will happen over-

night. It is a process. It will evolve. 

It will take some time. 

 

“Even in the United States of Amer-

ica, democracy has been here for a 

very long time, but then you have 

the civil rights movements which 

came a lot later. When you talk 

about gender equality, you had 

women who were unable to vote, 

but after a while, democracy en-

abled women to vote, and then 

[Barack] Obama became the first 

African- American president, num-

ber 44. It took 44 presidents for 

America to realize their first black 

president. So we can see that de-

mocracy is working and evolving.” 

 

Tembo called the election of Presi-

dent Obama “very significant.” 

 

“America plays a very big role, not 

only in Africa but across the whole 

world. People look up to America 

for the decisions they make. Many 

countries around the world and in 

Africa in particular idolize the 

achievements America has gone 

through, the governance America 

has, the freedom which America 

exhibits. I think people admire those 

qualities because people want to 

see it in their own societies and 

they want to realize those freedoms 

and rights, so America is very sig-

nificant in Africa and having an Afri-

can-American president in America 

for Africa is very important because 

African Americans are native to Af-

rica. … It makes us feel closer and 

more in touch.” 

 

The Democracy Video 

Challenge is a unique part-

nership comprising democ-

racy and youth organiza-

tions, the film and enter-

tainment industry, acade-

mia and the U.S. govern-

ment. In its inaugural year, 

the challenge attracted 

more than 900 video en-

tries from 95 countries. 

The 2009 winners were 

selected (as those for 

2010 will be) from every 

region of the world: sub-

Saharan Africa; East Asia 

and the Pacific; Europe; 

the Near East and North 

Africa; South and Central 

Asia; and the Western 

Hemisphere. 

 

The video platform for the Democ-

racy Video Challenge is provided by 

YouTube, and the winning videos 

are selected by a panel of film in-

dustry professionals and global 

online voting. The videos, which 

complete the phrase “Democracy 

is…,” and biographies of the 2009 

winners ( http://

www.videochallenge.america.gov/

video.html ) can be seen at Amer-

ica.gov. 

 

Competition for the 2010 Democ-

racy Video Challenge is now under 

way. 

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of 

International Information Programs, 

U.S. Department of State.  Web 

site: http://www.america.gov) ♦  
 

(Continued from page 6) 

 

The regional winners of the Democracy Video Challenge gather 
at U.N. headquarters in New York City September 15. 
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By Richard Odingo  

 

Vice chairman of the Nobel Prize-

winning United Nations Intergovern-

mental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC), Richard Odingo is a Kenyan 

expert on climate science. He is a 

professor in the Department of Ge-

ography at the University of Nai-

robi.  

 

In Kenya, as in many other African 

countries, economic survival de-

pends on vigorous action to address 

climate-linked environmental condi-

tions, which range from severe 

drought to flooding. Odingo exam-

ines some of the problems and sug-

gests remedies.  

Like many small African countries, 

Kenya is vulnerable to the impacts 

of climate variability in the short 

term and to climate change in the 

long term. Virtually all sectors of 

the Kenyan economy are vulnerable 

to climate change. The energy sec-

tor is over-reliant on hydropower 

for the modern sector and biomass 

for the rural sector. Agriculture 

and food production are plagued by 

frequent, climate-linked food inse-

curity crises, and the water sector 

faces serious shortages in rural and 

urban areas. Early-warning systems 

are in place, but the  

 

lack of timely response has led to 

frequent problems: crises in energy 

supply, marked by power rationing; 

famines leading to international ap-

peals for food aid; and rural insecu-

rity because of inadequate water 

and grazing for nomadic pastoralist 

populations. Consequently, the  

government has always resorted to 

crisis management to respond to 

climatic threats in these critical sec-

tors. Such obvious vulnerability 

calls for serious planning efforts to 

forestall drought and flood-induced 

disasters, but this has not hap-

pened.  

 

The greatest concern is that over 

the years, despite the availability of 

climate information, including early 

warning provided by USAID‖s (U.S. 

Agency for International Develop-

ment‖s) FEWSNET, the economic 

planners have been slow to recog-

nize the dangers posed and the 

need to shift gears away from tradi-

tional crisis management. The most 

telling evidence of this reluctance to 

plan with climate change in mind 

can be seen from the economic de-

velopment planning paper Vision 

2030, wherein climate change has 

been given short shrift and  

 

virtually ignored. Similarly, agricul-

tural planners are yet to advance 

beyond responding to information 

about annual rainfall variability and 

start thinking of the impacts of 

slowly advancing climate change. 

Climate change and global warming 

are mentioned as future challenges 

to the economy but not factored in 

the 2030 scenarios.  

 

Yet according to the Fourth Assess-

ment Report issued by the IPCC in 

2007, by 2030 the first strains of 

global warming will already be felt 

in most sub-Saharan African coun-

tries. Kenya and most countries in 

the Great Horn of Africa are highly 

sensitive to climate change.  

 

Under the ravages of climate vari-

ability and climate change, it will be 

well-nigh impossible to maintain a 

sustained economic growth of 10 

percent per annum over 25 years, 

as projected in Kenya‖s Vision 

2030. Kenya depends on hydro-

power for electricity, yet hydro-

power  

 

is extremely vulnerable to climate 

fluctuations. As rivers dry up be-

cause of drought and glaciers disap-

pear on Mt. Kenya, water for hydro-

power production will no longer be 

guaranteed. Another major worry is 

the drop in agricultural yields attrib-

utable to droughts. As warming ac-

celerates, crisis conditions will 

arise. Water stress will increase 

geometrically in most arid and semi-

arid areas.  

 

Government is not serious enough 

in addressing the consequences of 

climate change — or, indeed, fac-

toring climate change impacts in 

the development process. Hence, 

food security is threatened, as are 

the prospects for self-sufficient 

food production. The economy is 

always buffeted by climatic consid-

erations, and the nation has yet to 

graduate to carefully calculated fall-

back adaptation action plans. Kenya 

is considered a leader among the 

(Continued on page 20) 

Richard Odingo, IPCC Vice-Chair ap-
proaches the podium to chair the agenda 
item on the future of the IPCC. 
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Washington — “It takes a village to 

raise a child,” Secretary of State 

Hillary Rodham Clinton famously 

wrote in a best-selling book, and it 

will take the entire world commu-

nity working together to feed the 

estimated 1 billion people that are 

undernourished — an approach she 

will emphasize at the September 

2009 meeting of the United Nations 

General Assembly. 

 

According to the U.N. Food and 

Agriculture Organization, one in 

every six people worldwide suffers 

from hunger, with children and 

women the most at risk.  

 

The United States, with its abun-

dant agricultural resources, remains 

the world‖s largest food donor. 

From 2007 to 2008, the U.S. gov-

ernment provided more than 2.6 

million metric tons of food valued at 

more than $2.6 billion to feed peo-

ple in 49 countries on four conti-

nents. 

 

As America‖s chief diplomat, Clin-

ton has shown a passion for ending 

hunger in the developing world by 

focusing on the human dimension 

of international relations to galva-

nize world leaders. 

 

Following Clinton‖s recent trip to 

sub-Saharan Africa, where she pro-

moted the theme of greater food 

security, U.N. International Fund for 

Agricultural Development President 

Kanayo Nwanze said Clinton‖s con-

cern “sends a clear signal that the 

United States is committed to the 

effort to turn the pledges made by 

world leaders … into action.” 

 

In a preview of the U.S. agenda for 

the September 23–30 U.N. General 

Assembly meeting, Clinton told an 

audience at the Brookings Institu-

tion that the need to “integrate di-

plomacy with development” is the 

best approach to ending world hun-

ger. 

 

“By building and strengthening part-

nerships, institutions and interna-

tional regimes, we can forge a 

global consensus” to find solutions 

to political and economic challenges 

that affect all humanity, she said.  

 

Clinton said that while in New York, 

she will participate in an event with 

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-

moon, hosted by the United Nations 

and the U.S. government, to high-

light the need for greater coopera-

tion worldwide on the growing chal-

lenge of food security. 

 

For more than 50 years the U.S. 

government has provided food relief 

to 3 billion people in 150 countries 

through the U.S. Agency for Inter-

national Development (USAID), the 

main U.S. agency responsible for 

distributing international food aid 

and administering agricultural train-

ing and improvement programs.  

 

Most recently, USAID provided 

emergency food assistance to 26 

countries including Syria, Yemen, 

Colombia, Afghanistan, Nepal, Taji-

kistan and 16 African nations. 

Since 2007, USAID has worked 

through the Initiative to End Hunger 

in Africa (IEHA) to train more than 

1 million men and 641,000 women 

in improved farming and marketing 

techniques, with more than 1,500 

women‖s organizations benefitting. 

 

In April, USAID addressed the plight 

of refugees in Pakistan fleeing fight-

ing in the North-West Frontier prov-

ince with a contribution of $21 mil-

lion of emergency food aid distrib-

uted by the U.N. World Food Pro-

gramme. By the end of May, the 

agency had provided $71.4 million 

in food and other assistance to 

refugees in Pakistan. 

 

Feeding the hungry and helping 

farmers will continue, according to 

(Continued on page 15) 

United States food aid headed for Lebanon in 2006 (usaid.gov) 
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Washington — The United 

States will promote an agenda 

at the opening of the 64th ses-

sion of the U.N. General As-

sembly focused heavily on 

building international partner-

ships, promoting nuclear non-

proliferation, resolving issues in 

Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan 

and forging economic develop-

ment initiatives. 

 

“By building and strengthening 

partnerships, institutions and 

international regimes, we can 

forge a global consensus and 

use that leverage to offer clear 

incentives to all nations to co-

operate and live up to their re-

sponsibilities, and we can also 

devise strong disincentives for 

those who would act in isola-

tion or provoke conflict,” Sec-

retary of State Hillary Rodham 

Clinton told an audience at the 

Brookings Institution on September 

18. She laid out a U.S. agenda that 

seeks to build on multilateral efforts 

first launched by President Obama 

and to quash criticism that the 

United States had too often chosen 

to act unilaterally in recent years. 

 

Clinton said the Obama administra-

tion has launched “efforts to ad-

vance our interests and solve to-

day‖s problems through a global 

architecture of cooperation and 

partnership.” 

 

No issue poses a greater threat to 

the security of the United States 

and the world than the spread of 

nuclear weapons and the means to 

make nuclear bombs, she said. In 

an April speech in Prague, Obama 

outlined an aggressive plan to move 

toward a nuclear-free world.  

 

Obama will lead a meeting of the 

U.N. Security Council on nonprolif-

eration and disarmament. He will 

emphasize the importance of 

strengthening the international nu-

clear nonproliferation regime and 

the role of the Security Council in 

enforcing compliance, Clinton said. 

Bringing nations into compliance 

includes North Korea and Iran, she 

said. 

 

“Iran‖s continued failure to live up 

to its obligations carries profound 

consequences for the security of 

the United States and our allies, our 

progress on global nonproliferation 

and progress toward disarmament,” 

she said. 

 

“Our concern is not Iran‖s right to 

develop peaceful nuclear energy, 

but its responsibility to demon-

strate that its program is intended 

exclusively for peaceful pur-

poses,” she added. 

 

The U.S. offer to engage with 

Iran is still on the table, Clinton 

said, but unless Iran complies 

with international demands it may 

face more sanctions and isolation 

from the international community. 

 

During the week in New York for 

the opening of the General As-

sembly, September 22–25, Clin-

ton said, she will meet with for-

eign ministers from Britain, China, 

France, Russia and Germany to 

discuss how to move forward 

and prepare for talks with Iranian 

officials on October 1 in Turkey.  

 

The six nations have been work-

ing to convince Iranian officials to 

halt development of a nuclear 

weapons program in return for a 

package of political and economic 

incentives. Iranian officials have 

rejected the offers and have refused 

to suspend uranium enrichment ac-

tivities, a condition for receiving the 

incentives and eventually the lifting 

of sanctions. 

 

“We are serious. And we will soon 

see if the Iranians are serious,” Clin-

ton said. 

 

DEVELOPMENT AND WOMEN 

 

Clinton said that during the opening 

of the U.N. General Assembly in 

New York she will outline how the 

United States will approach eco-

nomic development in tandem with 

diplomacy, coupling the work of the 

State Department, the U.S. Agency 

for International Development and 

the Millennium Challenge Corpora-

tion. 

(Continued on page 20) 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton speaks about 
the United States' agenda for the United Nations 
General Assembly at the Brookings Institution in 
Washington, September 18, 2009. 
REUTERS/Jim Young  



Give Mideast Talks a Chance for Success, Obama Tells Leaders 

Page        11 Weekly Special Report 

By Stephen Kaufman 

Staff Writer 

 

Washington — President Obama 

says all sides in the Middle East 

conflict need to act “with a sense 

of urgency” to find a way forward 

to an Israeli-Palestinian peace 

agreement, and tells Israeli Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 

Palestinian Prime Min-

ister Mahmoud Abbas 

that permanent 

status negotiations 

“must begin and be-

gin soon.” 

 

Speaking in New 

York on September 

22 ahead of the 64th 

United Nations Gen-

eral Assembly, 

Obama said his mes-

sage to the two lead-

ers was clear. 

“Despite all the ob-

stacles, despite all 

the history, despite 

all the mistrust, we 

have to find a way 

forward. We have to 

summon the will to 

break the deadlock 

that has trapped gen-

erations of Israelis and Palestinians 

in an endless cycle of conflict and 

suffering,” the president said.  

 

Obama said it is “past time” to talk 

about starting negotiations between 

Israel and the Palestinians. Instead, 

it is time to move forward and 

“show the flexibility and common 

sense and sense of compromise 

that‖s necessary to achieve our 

goals.” Along with the necessity to 

begin negotiations, “more impor-

tantly, we must give those negotia-

tions the opportunity to succeed,” 

he said. 

 

“We cannot continue the same pat-

tern of taking tentative steps for-

ward and then stepping back. Suc-

cess depends on all sides acting 

with a sense of urgency,” Obama 

said. 

 

He welcomed strengthened Pales-

tinian efforts on security, but said 

more needs to be done to stop in-

citement against Israel. Obama also 

said Israel has facilitated greater 

freedom of movement for Palestini-

ans and discussed steps to restrain 

settlement activity, but “need[s] to 

translate these discussions into real 

action on this and other issues.” 

 

Obama also called on Arab states to 

“take concrete steps to promote 

peace.” 

 

The president said Secretary of 

State Hillary Rodham Clinton and 

Special Envoy for Middle East Peace 

George Mitchell have been working 

tirelessly to create the context for 

permanent status talks and that the 

United States is committed to 

pressing ahead, adding that Secre-

tary Clinton will report to him on 

the status of negotiations in mid-

October. 

 

“It is absolutely critical that we get 

this issue resolved. It‖s not just 

critical for the Israelis and the Pales-

tinians, it‖s critical for 

the world, it is in the 

interests of the 

United States. And 

we are going to work 

as hard as necessary 

to accomplish our 

goals,” Obama said. 

 

Following the trilateral 

meeting, Mitchell told 

reporters in New York 

that it was helpful for 

Netanyahu and Abbas 

to have heard directly 

from Obama and to 

see that despite the 

many issues the 

president is currently 

working on, “he is 

prepared to take the 

time at this juncture, 

when there is not an 

agreement between 

them to relaunch negotiations, to 

devote his time, effort and … what 

I think is his deep commitment to 

get this process going, to move to 

the next stage.” 

 

Mitchell said that although many 

obstacles remain in the way of re-

starting talks, “there‖s a very deci-

sive difference in where we are 

now than where we were when the 

president took office” in January, 

citing progress in Palestinian eco-

nomic growth, “very substantial” 

agreement on the removal of illegal 

Israeli outposts in the West Bank, 

(Continued on page 13) 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (left) and Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas shake hands in New York on September 22. 
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Washington — Secretary of State 

Hillary Rodham Clinton says the 

United States is committed to the 

success of an inter-American net-

work to fight inequality and poverty 

in the region. 

 

Speaking at a September 22 confer-

ence in New York to launch the In-

ter-American Social Protection Net-

work, Clinton said the initiative 

“will help lift up the people of the 

hemisphere.”  Under the network, 

she said, governments will 

make it possible for 

“people to in- vest in 

their futures even when 

their incomes are just a 

few dollars a day.” The 

network, she added, is not 

“charity … but an invest-

ment in every nation‖s 

greatest resource, our peo-

ple.” 

 

The network aims to spur 

the exchange of best prac-

tices in social protection, 

such as lessons learned 

from innovative 

“conditional cash transfer 

programs” in a number of countries 

in the Americas, particularly Brazil‖s 

Bolsa Familia, Chile‖s Solidario, Co-

lombia‖s Familias en Acción, and 

Mexico‖s Oportunidades. 

 

The network was endorsed by the 

Western Hemisphere‖s heads of 

state at the 2009 Summit of the 

Americas in Trinidad and Tobago. 

 

According to the World Bank, Clin-

ton said, conditional cash-transfer 

programs have reduced national 

poverty rates by 8 percent in Ecua-

dor and Mexico, nearly 5 percent in 

Jamaica and 3 percent in Brazil. In 

Colombia, the cash-transfer pro-

gram has led to higher birth weights 

and improved child nutrition. 

 

NETWORK HELPS REGION’S MOST 

EXCLUDED 

 

Chile is working with several Carib-

bean nations on social protection 

programs, while New York City 

adapted its program (Opportunity 

NYC) from the Mexican model. The 

cash-transfer program provides fi-

nancial grants to people who take 

positive actions to improve their 

lives, such as going for regular 

medical checkups and staying in 

school. 

 

The New York conference was 

hosted by the Organization of 

American States (OAS), which says 

the network is designed to identify 

and promote effective, efficient 

ways to expand access — espe-

cially for the region‖s most vulner-

able communities — to food, 

health, education, housing, and em-

ployment. 

 

Charles Shapiro, senior adviser for 

economic initiatives in the State 

Department‖s Bureau of Western 

Hemisphere Affairs, told Amer-

ica.gov that the network promotes 

the efforts of Western Hemisphere 

nations to “wrestle with how we 

can better help those who are the 

poorest, the most excluded, and 

who most need help.” 

 

The region‖s nations, he said, “need 

to be about more than just worrying 

about political issues and worrying 

about how to increase trade to 

[also] worrying about how to help 

those people who are really not par-

ticipating in a globalized economy 

— the people who work and live in 

the informal economic sector,” and 

who lack educational opportunities. 

The network, he added, can help 

get small- and medium-sized busi-

nesses involved in trade “so that it 

is not just the big companies” that 

reap the profits from exporting their 

products to foreign markets. 

 

Each country in the network has to 

decide individually how to deal with 

its social problems, but the plan can 

provide “some ideas and show 

what‖s worked and here‖s how peo-

ple” have tackled the problems of 

poverty and inequality, said 

(Continued on page 16) 

The United States joins other countries in the Americas in launching a social protection network 
to fight inequality and poverty and to help citizens invest in their futures. 

http://www.america.gov/st/develop-english/2009/September/20090922162319bpuh0.690086.html
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and other actions that “don‖t get 

attention precisely because we‖ve 

passed the stage of disagreement 

over them.” 

 

The United States wants final 

status negotiations relaunched, he 

said. “Everything we have said and 

done in this period has been in an 

effort to achieve that objective.” 

 

“We believe the suggestions that 

we‖ve made and the requests that 

we‖ve made would, if accepted and 

acted upon, create the most favor-

able conditions available to try to 

achieve success in those negotia-

tions. But we do not believe in pre-

conditions. We do not impose 

them. And we urge others not to 

impose preconditions,” Mitchell 

said.  

 

He speculated that there would be 

a period of “a matter of weeks” 

between an agreement to relaunch 

negotiations and their actual com-

mencement, during which the reso-

lution of outstanding issues would 

be explored “in even greater detail.” 

 

Mitchell also said he anticipates “an 

active United States presence” in 

negotiations, but that it would not 

preclude direct talks between the 

two sides. 

 

“We‖re going to try to proceed in a 

manner that is guided by a single 

standard: What is the method that 

will be best calculated to achieve 

the desired result of a comprehen-

sive peace in the region?” he said. 

 

What foreign affairs decisions 

should President Obama consider? 

Comment on America.gov‖s blog 

Obama Today ( http://

blogs.america.gov/

obama/2009/01/21/day-2-what-

should-obama%e2%80%99s-top-

priorities-be ). 

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of 

International Information Programs, 

U.S. Department of State.  Web 

site: http://www.america.gov) ♦  
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U.S.-Africa Trade Poised for Tremendous Growth . . .  

Asked if he is optimistic that there 

will be a greater awareness of sub-

Saharan Africa on the part of U.S. 

business, Boyd said he is 

“cautiously optimistic.” While there 

is some interest from U.S. firms, 

“quite frankly, you ought to have 

significantly more,” he said. He 

cited a report released recently by 

the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 

entitled A Conversation Behind 

Closed Doors — Inside the Board-

room: How Corporate America 

Really Views Africa (PDF, 16 pages, 

2.43MB).  

 

“So many of the [chief executive 

officers] in that report,” Boyd said, 

“agreed that, ―Yes, we could be in 

Africa, should be in Africa, but we 

see problems in corruption, lack of 

infrastructure, plus we just don‖t 

see the market.‖” 

 

 

Taking those concerns in sequence, 

Boyd said: “Yes, you do have sig-

nificant problems with corruption in 

quite a few places on the continent, 

you cannot deny that. But if you 

look at one of the most commonly 

used measures of corruption, Trans-

parency International‖s Corruption 

Perceptions Index, you see corrup-

tion is pervasive in sub-Saharan Af-

rica, quite a lot in the former Soviet 

Union and spread throughout many 

places in the world. So, yes, you 

have problems in sub-Saharan Af-

rica, but you also have it in a lot of 

other places where U.S. companies 

are doing business.” 

 

Boyd said the lack of infrastructure 

in Africa should be viewed as an 

opportunity. As to the market, Boyd 

said many of the countries in sub-

Saharan Africa have at least 3 per-

cent economic growth forecast for 

this year and that cannot be dis-

counted. 

 

Boyd, who was a participant at the 

eighth annual U.S.-Sub-Saharan 

Africa Trade and Economic Coop-

eration Forum (AGOA Forum) in 

Nairobi, Kenya, said one of the key 

things that came out of that forum 

was a realization by many of the 

African governments that instead of 

just looking at trading with the 

United States or focusing on some 

of the markets in Europe, they 

should consider greater regional 

trade. Boyd said there is “a lot of 

potential throughout the region” 

that is still to be realized. 

 

Kenya‖s minister for trade, Amos 

Kimunya, made that same point in 

his closing remarks at the forum, 

Boyd recalled, reminding his audi-

ence that countries throughout sub-

Saharan Africa need to focus on 

knocking down trade and customs 

barriers within Africa to encourage 

greater trade throughout the region 

and worldwide. ♦ 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Washington — As the U.S. econ-

omy emerges from the deepest cri-

sis since the Great Depression, the 

great challenge now will be 

to ensure that the country 

does not drift into the future 

by accepting less than its full 

potential, says President 

Obama. 

 

“We have to choose instead 

what past generations have 

done, to shape a brighter fu-

ture through hard work and 

innovation,” Obama said in a 

September 21 speech at 

Hudson Valley Community 

College in Troy, New York. 

To be competitive in a global 

economy, the United States 

must be strong enough to 

avoid the economic cycles of 

boom and bust, and strong 

enough to create and support 

the jobs of the future and the 

industries of the future, he said. 

 

The president‖s speech comes three 

days before leaders of the Group of 

20 advanced and emerging econo-

mies meet at the Pittsburgh Sum-

mit. Among the central issues to be 

discussed by the world leaders will 

be the way ahead as the global 

economy emerges from the reces-

sion, and what regulatory elements 

are needed to help prevent similar 

economic crises in the future. 

 

Part of the president‖s innovation 

strategy builds on more than $100 

billion from the 2009 America Re-

covery and Reinvestment Act that 

supports innovation, education and 

infrastructure, and from the presi-

dent‖s budget and regulatory and 

executive-order initiatives, the 

White House said in a statement. 

Obama pushed a $787 billion stimu-

lus plan through Congress in Febru-

ary aimed at bolstering the U.S. 

economy with targeted tax cuts, 

expansion of unemployment bene-

fits, funding for the energy sector 

and social welfare spending, as well 

as spending for education, health 

care and infrastructure. 

 

According to the White House the 

innovation strategy has three parts: 

 

 Ensure the economy receives the 

human, physical and technological 

tools needed to perform research 

and development and to transfer 

innovations. 

 

 Promote competitive markets that 

create a national environment for 

the entrepreneurship and risk taking 

that allow U.S. companies to be 

internationally competitive. 

 Catalyze breakthroughs for national 

priorities that include developing 

alternative energy sources, reducing 

costs and improving lives with 

health information technology, and 

manufacturing advanced vehicles. 

 

Obama said the strategy is not de-

signed only to boost an economic 

recovery and return the U.S. econ-

omy to where it was; it is also de-

signed to pro-

vide sustained 

growth and 

more widely 

diverse prosper-

ity. A signifi-

cant aspect of 

the strategy is 

expanding edu-

cational oppor-

tunity for more 

Americans and 

expanding the 

number of col-

lege graduates 

in the United 

States, he said. 

 

“We know that 

the nations that 

out-educate us 

today will out-

compete us tomorrow,” Obama 

said. “The ability of new industries 

to thrive depends on workers with 

the knowledge and the know-how 

to contribute in those fields.” 

 

Obama said he has set a goal that 

by 2020 the United States will have 

the highest proportion of college 

graduates in the world. To help 

reach that objective, the federal 

government will increase educa-

tional grant programs and simplified 

tax credits for college tuition, he 

said. Also, new funding is being 

used to help U.S. soldiers obtain 

college educations, he said. 

 

What foreign affairs decisions 

should President Obama consider? 

Comment on America.gov‖s blog 

Obama Today ( http://

blogs.america.gov/obama/ ). ♦  

In a speech at Hudson Valley Community College in Troy, New York, 
President Obama discusses a plan to expand education and innovation. 



Even as Fiscal Deficit Widens, U.S. Can Still Sell Treasuries 

Page        15 Weekly Special Report 

By Warner Rose 

Special Correspondent 

 

Washington — While the fed-

eral budget deficit is projected 

to reach an unprecedented 

$1.6 trillion this year, the U.S. 

government will still be able to 

raise funds to cover the reve-

nue gap by selling Treasury 

securities, which continue to 

easily attract buyers domesti-

cally and around the world, 

analysts say. 

 

“Despite the recession, the 

U.S. economy is still the big-

gest and most powerful in the 

world, and ultimately U.S. govern-

ment debt is backed by the taxing 

power of the U.S. government,” 

said Chris Edwards, director of tax 

policy studies at the Cato Institute, 

a Washington-based policy research 

group. “It is an awesome power to 

be able to tax the biggest and most 

prosperous economy in the world. 

So that is why the Treasury securi-

ties are extremely secure.” 

 

The Treasury Department sells the 

Treasuries at auctions. The best 

known is the Treasury bill, or “T-

bill,” which has a maturity of less 

than one year. Treasury notes ma-

ture in two to 10 years and Treas-

ury bonds are for 20 to 30 years. 

Treasuries are heavily traded on 

financial markets. 

 

The value of U.S. Treasuries owned 

by foreigners has increased. As of 

July, foreigners owned $3.428 tril-

lion in Treasuries, $804 billion more 

than in June 2008. The July 2009 

total is about 46.7 percent of the 

U.S. publicly held debt, which was 

$7.33 trillion at the end of that 

month, according to the Bureau of 

Public Debt. 

 

China and Japan, which held 

$800.5 billion and $724.5 billion, 

respectively, as of July, were the 

biggest foreign investors, according 

to the Treasury Department and 

Federal Reserve. Both countries in-

creased their holdings during the 

preceding 12 months. 

 

“In places like China, there are less 

domestic investment opportunities, 

less safe investment opportunities,” 

Edwards said. Japan and China 

have among the highest saving 

rates in the world. In both coun-

tries, the purchasers of Treasuries 

include private investors and official 

entities, such as the central banks.  

 

“There is really no place to put 

money that is so secure,” said Peter 

Morici, a business professor at the 

University of Maryland and former 

chief economist at the U.S. Interna-

tional Trade Commission. He pre-

dicted that foreigners — China, Ja-

pan and Middle East countries in 

particular — will further increase 

their Treasuries holdings.  

 

The globalization of financial mar-

kets has facilitated the increased 

U.S. government borrowing, 

Edwards said. “International 

debt markets in particular are 

tightly coordinated and global, 

and that means that the U.S. 

government can raise money 

from savers globally at a pretty 

cheap cost,” he said. “We‖re 

able to borrow a lot more now, 

so politicians do borrow a lot 

more.” 

 

Internationally, there is no 

other investment bond or note 

that has the reputation of the 

U.S.-dollar-denominated Treas-

uries, Edwards said. In time, 

the euro will take its place along-

side the U.S. dollar as a reserve 

currency, but not yet, he said. Gold 

also has its place, but its impact is 

small compared to the U.S. dollar, 

he added. 

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of 

International Information Programs, 

U.S. Department of State.  Web 

site: http://www.america.gov) ♦  
 

China’s central bank is the largest foreign holder of 
U.S. Treasury bills. 

President Obama, who in his inau-

gural address in January told the 

international community: “We 

pledge to work alongside you to 

make farms flourish … [and] to 

nourish starved bodies.”  

 

Following President Obama‖s later 

pledge at the G8 Summit in London 

to provide emergency food aid, the 

U.S. government committed more 

than $5.5 billion in 2008–2009 to 

combat hunger in poor nations. ♦  

 

(Continued from page 9) 

Clinton Identifies Food Secu-

rity as Top U.N. Agenda . . .  



While Rising, Trade Barriers Not Different from Previous Slumps 
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Washington — Despite “slippage” 

by Group of 20 countries in keeping 

their vows to abstain from protec-

tionism, the World Trade Organiza-

tion has found no indication of 

“high intensity” protectionist meas-

ures taking hold around the world.  

 

Since the G20 summit held in Lon-

don in April, the World Trade Or-

ganization (WTO) says in its Sep-

tember report, some G20 members 

have raised tariffs and introduced 

agricultural-export subsidies and 

other nontariff barriers to protect 

domestic production of steel, motor 

vehicles and other goods. Also, the 

fiscal and financial packages de-

signed to ease the recession, which 

generally supported trade growth, 

contained policies that favor domes-

tic goods and services over imports, 

the report says. G20 investment 

policy changes, however, have 

tended toward greater openness 

and clarity. 

 

Global Trade Alert, a research group 

supported by the World Bank, said 

in its own report that China is the 

country targeted by the most pro-

tectionist measures and the United 

States and Japan are also primary 

targets. 

 

The WTO report says that, overall, 

the prevalence of trade and invest-

ment measures taken in response to 

the economic crisis are similar to 

the scale and type of policies pur-

sued during previous economic 

downturns. 

 

Today‖s protectionist policies are 

more varied than the mostly tariff-

based measures of the 1930s, 

measures that led to a trade war 

that turned a recession into the 

Great Depression, according to 

economists. 

However, the WTO warns against 

creeping protectionism, particularly 

if unemployment continues to rise. 

Protectionism could worsen the 

contraction of trade and investment 

and undermine the fledgling recov-

ery. The report projects the volume 

of global trade in goods to fall by 

10 percent in 2009 and foreign di-

rect investment to drop by 30 per-

cent to 40 percent in the same 

year. 

 

According to Global Trade Alert‖s 

report, governments around the 

world are considering 130 new pro-

tectionist measures that have not 

been implemented yet, including 

state help for industries, procure-

ment policies that favor domestic 

goods and food safety regulations 

that restrict imports. ♦  

Inter-American Network Fights Region’s Poverty, Social Inequality . . .  

Shapiro, whose diplomatic career 

includes serving as U.S. ambassa-

dor to Venezuela. 

 

Shapiro, who attended the New 

York conference, praised as a suc-

cess the Mexican Opportunidades 

model, begun in 1997, in which 5 

million Mexican households partici-

pate.  Opportunidades offers condi-

tional cash-transfer programs to 

Mexico‖s poorest families if their 

children undergo regular medical 

checkups, their children attend 

school, and if mothers attend 

monthly discussions at health clin-

ics on such subjects as child-rearing 

practices. The Mexican model has 

helped reduce the country‖s school 

dropout rate and produced healthier 

children, Shapiro indicated. 

 

New York Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg said at the September 

22 conference that students in his 

city improved their school atten-

dance and passed more exams 

when they received cash rewards 

for participating in Opportunity 

NYC. 

 

ANTI-POVERTY GAINS MADE, BUT 

MORE PROGRESS NEEDED 

 

The United States and other OAS 

member states will work with non-

governmental organizations, the 

private sector and other bodies 

such as the U.N. Economic Com-

mission for Latin America and the 

Caribbean, the World Bank and the 

Inter-American Development Bank 

to promote the hemispheric social 

protection network. 

 

The OAS says that in recent years, 

the countries of the Americas have 

made considerable strides in reduc-

ing poverty. Between 2003 and 

2008, poverty levels in Latin Amer-

ica fell from 44 percent to 33 per-

cent of the population, while the 

segment of people who live in ex-

treme poverty — earning less than 

$1 a day — dropped from 19 per-

cent to 13 percent. 

 

Despite such progress, about 70 

million people in the region still 

regularly suffer from hunger, and 

millions of citizens lack access to 

the most basic services, said the 

OAS. 

 

Forming the Inter-American Social 

Protection Network shows the con-

tinuing commitment by the Western 

Hemisphere‖s leaders to improve 

the lives of the region‖s poorest 

people, the OAS said. ♦  

(Continued from page 12) 
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By Cheryl Pellerin 

Science Writer 

 

Washington - More than 100 world 

leaders gathered at the United Na-

tions in New York on September 22 

for a day of discussions that Secre-

tary-General Ban Ki-moon hopes will 

accelerate the pace of negotiations 

in advance of a December climate 

change conference in Copenhagen. 

 

The leaders 

met as a 

countdown 

clock at the 

Web site of 

the U.N. 

Framework 

Convention 

on Climate 

Change 

(UNFCCC) 

ticked down 

the days 

(75), hours 

(13), minutes 

(25) and sec-

onds (43 and 

counting) to 

the 15th 

meeting of 

the UNFCCC 

conference December 7–18, where 

nations are scheduled to complete 

negotiations on a new agreement to 

curb greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

Greenhouse gases like water vapor, 

carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous 

oxide and others trap heat in the 

atmosphere. Without the green-

house effect, Earth‖s surface would 

be about 33 degrees Celsius (59 

degrees Fahrenheit) colder than it is 

today. But excess greenhouse gas 

concentrations created by human 

activities like burning fossil fuels are 

responsible, scientists say, for 

warming the planet and changing 

the climate system. 

 

An agreement reached in Copenha-

gen will go into effect in 2012, 

when the Kyoto Protocol, a 

UNFCCC amendment with legally 

binding greenhouse-gas-reduction 

commitments, expires. 

 

“You have the power to chart a 

safer, more sustainable and pros-

perous course for this and future 

generations, the power to reduce 

the emissions that are causing cli-

mate change, to help the most vul-

nerable adapt to changes that are 

already under way, to catalyze a 

new era of global green growth,” 

Ban said in his opening remarks. 

 

“Now,” he said, “is your moment to 

act.” 

 

CONCRETE PROPOSALS 

 

In his first address to the United 

Nations, President Obama said, 

“The United States has done more 

to promote clean energy and reduce 

carbon pollution in the last eight 

months than at any other time in 

our history.” 

 

He described the nation‖s invest-

ments in renewable energy that will 

double generating capacity from 

wind and other resources in three 

years, the first national policy aimed 

at increasing fuel economy and re-

ducing greenhouse gas pollution, 

progress on the first offshore wind 

projects, and an energy and climate 

bill that was passed by the House 

of Representatives in June and is 

beginning to move through the Sen-

ate. 

 

Internationally, he said, the United 

States in April convened the first of 

six meetings of the Major Econo-

mies Forum, proposed an Energy 

and Climate Partnership for the 

Americas, worked though the World 

Bank to promote renewable energy 

projects in the developing world, 

(Continued on page 18) 

World leaders gather at U.N. Headquarters for a day of discussions that U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
hopes will accelerate the pace of negotiations over climate change. 
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and put climate at the top of diplo-

matic agendas in relationships with 

China, Brazil, India, Mexico and oth-

ers from Europe to Africa. 

 

“Each of us must do what we can, 

when we can, to grow our econo-

mies without endangering our 

planet,” Obama said, “and we must 

all do it together. We must seize 

the opportunity to make Copenha-

gen a significant step forward in the 

global fight against climate 

change.” 

 

In his address to the summit, Chi-

nese President Hu Jintao said the 

international community should 

tackle global climate change 

through common development. In 

the years ahead, he added, China 

will intensify its effort to conserve 

energy and improve energy effi-

ciency, attempting to cut carbon 

dioxide emissions “by a notable 

margin by 2020 from the 2005 

level.” 

 

China will develop renewable en-

ergy and nuclear energy, increasing 

alternative fuels in primary energy 

consumption to around 15 percent 

by 2020; increase forest coverage 

by 40 million hectares and forest 

stock volume by 1.3 billion cubic 

meters by 2020 from 2005 levels; 

and step up efforts to develop a 

low-carbon economy and develop 

climate-friendly technologies, Hu 

said. 

 

French President Nicolas Sarkozy 

proposed that the major economies 

meet in mid-November to 

“transcend the role-playing, the 

empty speeches, the petty diplo-

matic gains to table concrete pro-

posals” for Copenhagen, and that a 

single world environment organiza-

tion be created during the Decem-

ber meeting. 

 

Maldives President Mohamed Nash-

eed, Japanese Prime Minister Yukio 

Hatoyama, Rwandan President Paul 

Kagame, Swedish Prime Minister 

Fredrik Reinfeldt and Costa Rican 

President Óscar Arias also spoke at 

the opening plenary session. 

 

VOICES FROM YOUTUBE 

 

The summit was not a traditional 

U.N. meeting, where heads of state 

make live opening statements as 

the summit begins. Instead, they 

were asked to send in opening 

video statements that are available 

at the U.N. Headquarters and on 

the U.N. television page on You-

Tube. 

 

“Recognizing the right of poor coun-

tries to develop and to lift their peo-

ple out of poverty, and to leave 

room for developing countries to 

grow, developed countries have 

committed to reducing their own 

emissions by at least 80 percent by 

2050,” British Prime Minister 

Gordon Brown said in his video. 

“The next stage is to agree [to] a 

climate finance partnership that will 

help developing countries both 

adapt to climate change and to shift 

to low-carbon growth themselves.” 

 

“Climate change is perhaps the 

most important challenge we face 

today,” Thai Prime Minister Abhisit 

Vejjajiva said in his video. “It poses 

a threat not only to the environment 

but also to the global economy, in-

ternational security and ultimately 

humanity. If we choose to ignore it, 

we would do so at our own peril 

and we would live to regret what 

we did not do for ourselves and for 

our children.” 

 

Thailand will host more U.N. cli-

mate change talks in Bangkok, Sep-

tember 28-October 9. 

 

“As a small island state continu-

ously battered by the vagaries of 

hurricanes that repeatedly under-

mine its developmental gains,” said 

St. Kitts and Nevis Prime Minister 

Denzil Douglas, “St. Kitts and Nevis 

uses this medium to join once again 

in registering deepest concerns re-

garding the slow pace at which the 

global community is moving to ad-

dress this issue.” 

 

“It‖s a complex issue, but the bot-

tom line is simply stated,” said 

James Leape, director general of 

the World Wildlife Fund Interna-

tional. “Somehow we must ensure 

that global emissions peak and be-

gin to decline in the next eight 

years. As world leaders, that must 

be your priority.” 

 

“I will invite all heads of states and 

governments to engage in the proc-

ess ahead with a view to conclud-

ing a political agreement in Copen-

hagen,” said Danish Prime Minister 

Lars Løkke Rasmussen. “That will 

be a proper answer to the call for 

action by science. That will be a 

proper answer to the call for clarity 

from industry. And that will be the 

proper answer to the call for re-

sponsibility from our citizens.” 

 

More information about the U.N. 

Summit on Climate Change ( http://

www.un.org/wcm/content/site/

climatechange/lang/en/

pages/2009summit ) is available at 

the U.N. Web site. 

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of 

International Information Programs, 

U.S. Department of State.  Web 

site: http://www.america.gov) ♦  
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By Cheryl Pellerin 

Science Writer 

 

Washington — Representatives of 

17 major developed and developing 

countries met at the Major Econo-

mies Forum (MEF) in Washington 

September 17–18 to tackle a range 

of unresolved issues on climate 

change. 

 

Months before leaders of 192 coun-

tries converge in Copenhagen in 

December to try to craft an ambi-

tious agreement on climate change, 

attendees at the forum sought early 

consensus on critical global chal-

lenges, including how to adapt to 

environmental change and mitigate 

its effects, and how to measure, 

report and verify reductions in 

greenhouse gases. 

 

“I think there was some narrowing 

of differences,” Todd Stern, U.S. 

special envoy for climate change, 

said in a briefing after the meeting. 

“There are plenty of differences 

that remain, but it was a pretty full 

ventilation of views in a way that 

… the MEF is designed to pro-

mote.” 

 

Forum members are Australia, Bra-

zil, Canada, China, the European 

Union, France, Germany, India, In-

donesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Rus-

sia, South Africa, South Korea, the 

United Kingdom and the United 

States. Denmark and the United 

Nations also were invited to partici-

pate. 

 

President Barack Obama launched 

the MEF in March to facilitate can-

did discussion among the members, 

cut greenhouse gas emissions, and 

achieve an international climate 

agreement during the 15th confer-

ence of the parties (COP-15) to the 

U.N. Framework Convention on Cli-

mate Change (UNFCCC) that will 

take place December 7–18 in Co-

penhagen. 

 

SEEKING INTERNATIONAL AGREE-

MENT 

 

The UNFCCC, an international 

treaty outlining general goals and 

rules for battling climate change, 

was adopted in 1992 at the Earth 

Summit in Brazil. 

 

The first assessment report by the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change, published two years ear-

lier, played a decisive role in the 

treaty‖s creation by stating that 

emissions from human activities 

were substantially increasing at-

mospheric concentrations of green-

house gases, and that this would 

raise global mean temperatures in 

the 21st century above that seen 

for the past 10,000 years. 

 

The Kyoto Protocol is an amend-

ment to the UNFCCC that estab-

lishes legally binding commitments 

to reduce specific greenhouse gases 

produced by industrialized nations, 

and general commitments for all 

member countries. As of January, 

183 parties had ratified the proto-

col, which entered into force in 

2005 and ends in 2012. The United 

States declined to ratify the proto-

col, partly because developing 

countries had no legally binding 

commitments under the amend-

ment. 

 

In a statement to a climate change 

committee of the U.S. House of 

Representatives on September 10, 

Stern characterized one of the main 

barriers to a climate change agree-

ment in Copenhagen. 

“Developing countries tend to see a 

problem not of their own making 

that they are being asked to fix in 

ways which, they fear, could stifle 

their ability to lift their standards of 

living,” he said in testimony. 

 

“Developed countries tend to see 

an unforgiving problem with poten-

tially grave and irreversible conse-

quences and that cannot be solved 

without the full participation of de-

veloping countries,” he said, 

“particularly China and the other 

emerging market economies.” 

 

The good news, he said, is that ma-

jor developing countries like China, 

India, Brazil, South Africa and oth-

ers are focusing on climate change 

and taking significant action. 

 

“In some cases,” he added, “they 

are taking action at the federal level 

that outstrips our own.” 

 

APPROACHING COPENHAGEN 

 

The Major Economies Forum will 

meet again in October/November, 

Stern said. In the meantime, several 

other meetings will focus attention 

on the run-up to COP-15. 

 

On September 22, U.N. Secretary-

General Ban Ki-moon will convene a 

climate change summit in New 

York, ahead of the U.N. General 

Assembly meetings, to promote the 

urgent need for action in Copenha-

gen. President Obama plans to at-

tend. “I think that we‖re looking for 

this president to make a strong 

statement,” Stern said. “It‖s an op-

portunity for him to speak before 

the nations of the world on this is-

sue.” 

 

The summit will focus on reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions in devel-

oped and developing countries, 

funding to support mitigation and 

adaptation, and governance struc-

tures needed for an effective re-

gime. ♦  
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Clinton Outlines U.S. Agenda for U.N. . . .  

 

“The foundation for our approach 

will be principles that will move us 

away from top-down assistance that 

too often fails to meet the needs of 

those we are attempting to help or 

has only short-term effects,” Clinton 

said. 

 

“To solve the complex problems of 

poverty, hunger, health, climate 

change, where they intersect, we 

want to focus on those root causes 

and look for approaches that really 

change, transform the environment 

in which people are making these 

decisions, and in which governments 

are held accountable to a higher de-

gree of performance and transpar-

ency.” 

 

Clinton said she will personally work 

to advance international efforts to 

recognize women as drivers of eco-

nomic progress and social stability, 

and she will address impediments to 

women‖s empowerment and ad-

vancement, especially sexual and 

gender-based violence. During a re-

cent trip to sub-Saharan Africa, Clin-

ton emphasized efforts to curb gen-

der-based violence as essential to 

strengthening African societies.  

 

“I will chair a session of the Security 

Council and will speak on behalf of 

the adoption of a resolution on 

women, peace and security,” she 

said. 

 

What foreign affairs decisions should 

President Obama consider? Com-

ment on America.gov‖s blog Obama 

Today ( http://blogs.america.gov/

obama/ ). 

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of 

International Information Programs, 

U.S. Department of State.  Web 

site: http://www.america.gov) ♦  
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Strategies to Counter Climate-Related Threats to Kenya’s Economy . . .  

developing economies of sub-

Saharan Africa, but extensive pro-

duction of tea and coffee for ex-

port has come at the expense of 

food production; self-sufficiency in 

food-related crops and livestock 

production have been neglected.  

 

The current drought in Kenya, the 

second in two years, is a small 

symptom of what is clearly one of 

the worst on record. More than 4 

million persons at risk from food 

shortage is an indication of the 

vulnerability of the food production 

system. The drought has been  

 

compounded by acute water short-

ages for agricultural and urban 

populations and for livestock, 

which in addition have no grazing. 

Livestock mortality is at its highest 

in the last 20 years, and economic 

growth is bound to be depressed 

down to 2 percent or less.  

 

Kenya needs the developed world 

to help with improved agricultural 

planning and energy development 

that relies less on hydropower and 

more on renewable sources. More 

sober economic planning and ade-

quate funding to help agricultural 

and pastoral communities weather 

bad droughts are necessary. 

Safety nets for food, agriculture, 

and livestock should be promoted. 

Looking to food imports as a way 

out is unwise. The economic im-

portance of climate change must 

be factored into all development 

and financial planning.  

 

Water requires urgent attention. 

Investment in water harvesting at 

all levels can provide better envi-

ronmental management to stop 

deforestation and devegetation, 

which will slow down the progress 

of climate change. In the interna-

tional arena, Kenya can benefit by 

working with other nations. Tech-

nology transfer and adequate fund-

ing at national and international 

levels to help reduce vulnerability 

to climate change can make adap-

tation a working reality. Making 

pastoral areas more productive and 

integrating pastoral populations 

more fully into the national econ-

omy will strengthen self-

sufficiency. In good years Kenya 

has the capacity to produce 

enough food for its population, 

now over 35 million. As time 

passes, the challenges posed by 

climate change will be harder to 

bear. There is no shortcut to find-

ing solutions to all these problems 

other than sound economic plan-

ning that gives governments alter-

native ways of responding to the 

climate crisis. ♦  

(Continued from page 8) 

 

See also 
 
 
 
http://www.america.gov/ 
 
Telling America’s story 

Page        20 Weekly Special Report 


